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Potton Primary School

Intent 

The intent of our Geography Curriculum is to provide our children with the knowledge, skills and enthusiasm necessary to have a secure understanding of the world, and their place in it.  We aim to promote curiosity and fascination when thinking about the world; including the people, places, physical and human geography present, and how each of these aspects have changed over time.
We aim to provide a progressive geography curriculum, allowing children to first understand and explore their own locality, before branching out to England, The United Kingdom, Europe and the wider world. Our children are encouraged to think critically about aspects such as trade links, resourcing and migration and how these impact the world we live in today.

Here at Potton, we aim to deliver a geography curriculum which:
·  Inspires a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people. 
·  Develops knowledge and understanding of diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments. 
· Develops knowledge and understanding of the formation of landscapes and environments. How the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 
· Develops the skills needed to enquire where places are, what they are like, how and why they are changing and how they are connected to other places. 
·  Communicates geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 
· Collects, analyses, interprets and applies a range of sources of geographical information including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and geographical information systems (GIS). 

We aim to allow children to experience fieldwork that deepens understanding of geographical processes through a collection of a range of data and use real places, real experiences and real issues to make the geography ‘come alive’.
Implementation 

Based on the National Curriculum for Geography and the individual needs of our children, we have created Geography Curriculum and Skills maps, which sets out the objectives taught in each year group and show the progression across the school. Geography is taught weekly in every year group to ensure that our children receive well-rounded teaching of the subject throughout the year. When applicable, we take the opportunity to create links between geography and other subjects to help solidify the learning taking place. Each individual lesson has content that is differentiated between, and within, year groups so that learning is age-appropriate and high expectations are maintained. Children complete work in their topic books to record their learning in different ways. This allows children to embed their knowledge and showcase what they have learned. Maps and globes are available throughout the school and teachers are encouraged to reference these when appropriate during lessons to help to develop an awareness of the globe. Teachers are also encouraged to use a range of resources such as videos, photographs and newspaper articles during lessons and to provide opportunities for the children to use the school grounds and local area for fieldwork to help create immersive learning experiences.  

Impact

The impact of our Geography curriculum is measured it numerous ways, including questioning and discussion during lessons, marking written work in books, listening to pupil voice, book looks and using photographs of children’s practical learning.

By the end of the Geography curriculum at Potton, our children will have developed the geographical knowledge and skills to help them explore, navigate and understand the world around them and their place in it. Our children will have a wider vocabulary of geographical terms and aspire to discover more about the world. Children’s knowledge and skills will develop progressively as they move through the school to enable them to meet the requirements of the National curriculum and prepare them for their secondary school learning.  
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