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Potton Primary School

Music Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact Statement

Intent
[bookmark: _GoBack]
“Excellent music education opens opportunities, but it is not simply a means to an end: it is also an end in itself. It gives children and young people an opportunity to express themselves, to explore their creativity, to work hard at something, persevere and shine. These experiences and achievements stay with them and shape their lives.”
Department of Education (2022)

At Potton Federation we aim to ensure that our music curriculum is given equal importance alongside all other subjects and taught consistently to a high standard from EYFS to Year 6. We believe that all children, regardless of their background should have access to a high-quality music education and be given opportunities to develop their own passion for the subject. As children progress through the school they will further develop their understanding of how music is created and performed. 

At Potton Federation we aim to provide a music curriculum which will enable each child to reach their full potential in music, encourage children to enjoy singing, composing and performing and provide children with the opportunity to perform in front of an audience both within and outside of school.

We want our music curriculum to be fully inclusive, ensuring that all children feel able to reach their full potential. We will do this by identifying and removing barriers including for children in low-income families and children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

In conclusion, we want all children to become more confident, realise their potential and simply enjoy making music. 

Implementation:

At Potton Primary School we teach music weekly. Each lesson is taught by the class or cover teacher and uses the Charanga scheme of work to deliver the curriculum. With a focus on the dimensions of music (pulse, pitch, dynamics, rhythm, texture and tempo) as well as listening to, improvising, singing and composing music, we plan to provide our children with a quality, enriched and engaging music education. We are well supported by Inspiring Music who offer opportunities for training and enhancing the curriculum.

We have a range of peripatetic teachers who come into school on a weekly basis to teach piano, guitar and brass instruments. These teachers are skilled professionals who offer an enriching musical experience to those children who take part in these lessons. As a school we would financially support any Pupil Premium child who wished to have instrumental lessons.

Choir is run on a weekly basis throughout the school year and the children are given termly opportunities to perform. We use this as a way to support our local community by liaising with the Potton Town Council for opportunities to perform in local events such as the Christmas Light Switch On and Civic Service. The choir is open to all children in years 1-6 which encourages them to share a passion for music across year groups.

As a school we look for opportunities to enhance our music curriculum with interesting and specialist musical experiences. These include African drumming workshops, whole class ukulele lessons and Sing Up subscriptions which gives teachers an alternative catalogue of songs from Charanga to enhance the range of songs the children learn to sing. We also provide opportunities for the children to perform to parents in end of term productions across all key stages. 

Staff are given training for Charanga. New staff have the opportunity to attend training provided by Inspiring Music and the music co-ordinator provides updates as and when required.

Artist focus is a whole school initiative where each week children listen to a specific artist and are given information about their music, background and other relevant information. This is also shared with parents to facilitate discussion about the music children are being exposed to.

In conclusion, as a school we prioritise music teaching as a foundation subject with relevance to all children in a way that aims to inspire musicians and musically literate learners.

Impact:

Our Music Curriculum is of high quality, it is well thought out and is planned to demonstrate progression. If children are keeping up with the curriculum, they are deemed to be making good or better progress. In addition, we measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods:

· A reflection on standards achieved against the planned outcomes.
· Having the opportunity to listen to music from a long range of genres from history to gain both inspiration and analytical skills.
· Opportunities for performance in class, key stage and mixed group settings.
· Assessment through compositions and performances and recorded performances.
· Pupil feedback about their learning.
· Pupils working in mixed ability groups in order to develop leadership, responsibility and confidence
· Staff feedback on their confidence in teaching the curriculum.

In conclusion, as children progress through the school we have children that develop in their musical vocabulary, ability and understanding. We help the children to grow in confidence as musicians and performers and develop skills that will enhance their education throughout their time in school.
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