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Potton Primary School

Modern Foreign Languages Curriculum 

Intent

The intent of our Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) curriculum is to provide our pupils with a high-quality education with the opportunities to develop their curiosity, deepen their understanding of other cultures and the world around them. The core language taught at Potton Primary School is French, however we will strive to provide children with opportunities to experience a range of other languages. Our aspiration is that we introduce the learning of the French language and the understanding of its culture in an enjoyable way with the aim being that our pupils will be working towards becoming enthusiastic life-long language learners. 

We hope to embed the key language learning skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing as well as providing our pupils with the necessary grammar knowledge to help further their language learning across the primary phrase. Our intent is that all children achieve their full potential and make substantial progress ensuring that by the end of the KS2 and that they have acquired an understanding of both spoken and written French as well as demonstrated the confidence to speak with increasing fluency. 

· We ensure that we deliver a relevant, broad and ambitious Foreign Languages curriculum.  
· We provide opportunities for children to make cross - curricular links.
· We want our pupils to develop a genuine interest and positive curiosity about foreign languages. 
· We aim to build our pupils cultural capital through our Modern Foreign Languages curriculum. 
· We strive to provide our children with the foundations to support transition between language learning in KS2 and KS3.


Implementation

At Potton Primary School, all classes in KS2 have access to a high-quality languages curriculum using the Language Angels scheme of work whilst ensuring that all aspects of our teaching meet the requirements of the National Curriculum.  Throughout each year, pupils will progressively develop their four key language skills through regularly taught sessions, in KS2, by their class teacher or HLTA. 

We use a small- steps approach to help ensure that the children are building upon their knowledge throughout each unit and year group. Our progression map has been carefully formulated to ensure that our pupils should have the required prior knowledge to access their units of work. As our pupils progress through each unit, they will build their knowledge and develop the complexity of the language they use. Each unit taught has clearly defined lesson objectives and aims. As part of our MFL curriculum, different teaching strategies are used including role play, language games, songs, independent work, group work and opportunities for children to present their learning. 

Throughout each half term, we aim to cover one unit of work which will incorporate lessons focusing on developing our pupils speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. Towards the end of each unit, children will be given the opportunity to complete an extended writing task. All year groups (3-6) record some of their work within their French book ensuring there is a balance between spoken and written work.  Our pupils are provided with strategies to support their written work including word mats and key vocabulary displayed around the room. 

Where possible, units will be linked to class topics to provide children with cross-curricular links.  Children will build upon their previous knowledge gradually as their foreign language lessons continue to revise and consolidate previously learnt language.

In addition to the weekly lessons, we aim to provide opportunities for children to build their cultural capital through the use of: language days, assemblies and cultural lessons linked to specific days celebrated in France.

We encourage members of staff to provide opportunities to supplement our pupil’s French lessons by using French at other times throughout the school day. For example, when greeting the children, taking the register and giving classroom instructions. 


Impact

Our MFL curriculum enables pupils to discover a love of learning languages, develop key language learning skills set out by the National curriculum as well as learning about other cultures. 

It ensures that all pupils continuously build on their previous knowledge as they progress in their learning journey through the primary phase. At the beginning of their learning journey, the children will start at basic noun and article level and will teach pupils how to formulate shorter phrases. By the time our pupils reach the Progressive units they will be exposed to much longer texts and will be encourage to formulate their own more personalised responses. Through this careful planning, children will develop an ability to engage in conversations using accurate pronunciation, write phrases and short sentences from memory and show an understanding when reading. 

Throughout KS2, pupils will be aware of their own learning goals using the learning intention overview and will keep these as a record in their French books to demonstrate their learning year on year. 

During the end of unit assessments, our pupils demonstrate increasing confidence when learning and progressing in the key language skills. 

The MFL subject leader will continually monitor the impact MFL teaching through Language Angels is having on the children’s learning through monitoring activities. 
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