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Potton Primary School
Reading Curriculum Strategy Document
Intent
At Potton Primary, our intent for reading is to foster a lifelong love of literature and develop proficient, confident readers who can engage with a wide range of texts. We aspire to equip our pupils with the necessary skills, knowledge, and understanding to comprehend, analyse, and evaluate texts across genres and forms. 
We believe that reading is fundamental to success in all academic areas and is central to personal development. Our curriculum is designed to:
· Cultivate Enthusiasm: Encourage a passion for reading by providing a diverse selection of texts that reflect the interests and backgrounds of our pupils, including modern and classic literature.
· Ensure Progression: Implement a systematic approach to reading instruction that aligns with national expectations and prepares pupils for future educational challenges.​To deliver our intent effectively, we employ a comprehensive and structured reading programme ‘Hooked on Books’ rooted in best practices, grounded in the latest educational research:​
· Daily Phonics Instruction: We adhere to an evidence-based phonics programme ‘Sounds Wrirte’ that is implemented daily from Reception through Year 2, ensuring that all pupils develop strong decoding skills, essential for reading fluency.
· Reading for Pleasure: We allocate designated time throughout the week for independent reading and sharing stories across all year groups, as well as access to a well-resourced library that is inviting and accessible.
· Quality Text Selection: Our curriculum includes a variety of literature from diverse cultures and genres, with a focus on texts that promote empathy and understanding. Texts are deliberately chosen to challenge pupils and provoke thoughtful discussions.
· Guided Reading: Whole class guided reading sessions are implemented, where teachers provide scaffolding to support pupils at various reading levels, focusing on comprehension strategies and encouraging collaboration and peer learning.
· Integration with Curriculum: Reading is embedded across the curriculum, with purposeful links made to topics studied in other subjects, ensuring that pupils make connections and deepen their understanding of content.
· Parent Engagement: We actively engage parents through workshops and resources that equip them to support their child's reading journey at home, recognising that reading is a partnership between school and home.
· Continuous Professional Development: Regular training sessions for staff ensure that all educators are equipped with the latest strategies for teaching reading, including differentiation techniques and checking for understanding.
· Those with dyslexia or EAL (English as an Additional Language) needs, receive tailored support that fosters both confidence and competence.
· Embed Critical Thinking: Promote higher-order thinking skills through questioning and discussions that encourage pupils to infer, predict, and reflect on texts.
· Support Diverse Needs: Recognise and celebrate linguistic diversity within our school community, ensuring all pupils, including those with dyslexia or EAL (English as an Additional Language) needs, receive tailored support that fosters both confidence and competence.
· Embed Critical Thinking: Promote higher-order thinking skills through questioning and discussions that encourage pupils to infer, predict, and reflect on texts.
Implementation
To deliver our intent effectively, we employ a comprehensive and structured reading programme rooted in best practices, grounded in the latest educational research:
· Daily Phonics Instruction: We adhere to an evidence-based phonics programme ‘Sounds Write’that is implemented daily from Reception through Year 2, ensuring that all pupils develop strong decoding skills, essential for reading fluency.
· Reading for Pleasure: We allocate designated time throughout the week for independent reading and sharing stories across all year groups, as well as access to a well-resourced library that is inviting and accessible.
· Quality Text Selection: Our curriculum includes a variety of literature from diverse cultures and genres, with a focus on texts that promote empathy and understanding. Texts are deliberately chosen to challenge pupils and provoke thoughtful discussions.
· Guided Reading: Whole class guided reading sessions are implemented, where teachers provide scaffolding to support pupils at various reading levels, focusing on comprehension strategies and encouraging collaboration and peer learning. For this approach, we use the ‘Hooked on Books’ scheme. 
· Integration with Curriculum: Reading is embedded across the curriculum, with purposeful links made to topics studied in other subjects, ensuring that pupils make connections and deepen their understanding of content.
· Parent Engagement: We actively engage parents through workshops and resources that equip them to support their child's reading journey at home, recognising that reading is a partnership between school and home.
· Continuous Professional Development: Regular training sessions for staff ensure that all educators are equipped with the latest strategies for teaching reading, including differentiation techniques and checking for understanding.
Sounds Write
To provide consistency in our phonic teaching across the school, we follow the linguistic phonics approach called Sounds write. Phonics lessons are carried out daily in EYFS and KS1, and for those children who required further phonic intervention in LKS2. We follow the implementation guidance from Sounds Write, ensuring National Curriculum requirements are covered through Sounds Write lessons. Developmentally appropriate vocabulary is also taught, to enhance pupils understand of subjects such as history, geography, science and maths for example.
Hooked on Books
We have introduced a whole school approach to the teaching of reading and have aligned this with the teaching of writing using Jane Considine's 'Hooked on Books' approach. This provides a systematic way to teach reading skills across the whole school, from the point at which the children complete the Read Write Inc Phonics programme. Across a fortnightly period, the children will participate in five Book Talk sessions and five skills-based lessons. In 'Book Talk' sessions, the children will experience reading in a range of different ways: reading by themselves, reading with a partner, reading as a whole class or listening to the adult model the reading. Throughout the lesson, the children explore high quality texts and use the 'Reading Rainbow' to read and respond to texts through different lenses from the three zones of reading: the FANTASTICs, the STYLISTICSs and the ANALYTICs. Together, the three zones of reading are designed to support the children in becoming confident readers. 
The FANTASTICs support the children to identify specific ideas that published authors use to enhance their writing. They represent nine lenses through which the children can discuss the texts that they are reading and the choices that authors make. The children will also encounter the FANTASTICs in their writing lessons as they learn to incorporate these ideas into their own work. At Potton Primary, we believe that the quality of the children’s understanding is strengthened when they have experiences to draw upon. These can be developed by focussing closely on each of the FANTASTICs. 
The STYLISTICs are nine key ideas which help the children to demonstrate their understanding of the texts that they have read. They help them to retrieve information from the text, explain their understanding, summarise what they have read and justify their ideas and opinions. 
The ANALYTICs are techniques that the children can use to really delve deeply into the texts that they have read, analysing the reasons behind authors’ choices. They allow the children to compare and contrast texts, identifying big themes as well as the fine details.  
Within each of the reading zones, there are nine lenses which provide the children with reasons to read. As we understand the science of learning and the need to revisit and review concepts in order to embed them in the long-term memory, our curriculum planning ensures that these lenses and reasons to read are recapped and applied to a range of different texts and genres.  
Book Talk is key to developing an engaging reading culture for everyone that promotes oracy skills, reading fluency and confidence. Children collaborate in pairs or small groups using sentence stems and high-utility words to develop a Book Talk response. All of our high-quality texts are age-appropriate and carefully selected to suit the interests of our children. This ensures that all children are challenged and have the opportunity to experience the diverse and magical world that reading has to offer.  
During skills lessons, the children are exposed to a wide range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry texts which they use to develop their reading, retrieval, sequencing and summarising, inference and prediction skills. They will also discuss the vocabulary that they encounter to help continue to build their banks of language.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Libraries and Our Reading Scheme - Home / School Books:  
Our school libraries are a place that we are proud of here at Potton Primary. They are beautifully decorated with book quotes that make it a warm, welcoming and engaging place to spend time embracing books! We have many different genres to choose from and an ever-growing stock of non-fiction texts spanning an array of different subject areas. We have libraries full of awe and wonder!  
During their time at Potton Primary, the children have access to a range of book banded books to share at home which support the teaching of reading taking place in school. These texts are age appropriate, offer suitable levels of challenge and are phonetically decodable to support the children’s developing phonological awareness. Within these books, the children are able to select texts that appeal to them from a range of different genre, non-fiction texts and poems. The books are also written by a range of authors, many of whom are popular children’s authors such as Michael Morpurgo.  
We appreciate that reading with your child is a special time and we therefore ensure that the children change their reading books regularly with an adult who can support them with their choice. We assess the children’s reading and comprehension skills regularly to enable them to move through the book banded levels at their own pace.
In addition to their banded book, the children can also take home a library book of their choice. Through this, we aim to promote a love of reading and encourage children to read books for pleasure. The children can select this book from the wide range of text types on offer in the library and, as a result, they may choose a book that they are unable to read independently. In this situation, we will encourage the children to share these books with you at home and have fun enjoying the choice that they have made.   
Impact
Our approach to reading has resulted in outstanding outcomes for our pupils:
· Academic Achievement: Pupils consistently demonstrate strong progress in reading, evidenced by assessment data that show them meeting or exceeding national expectations in statutory assessments.
· Love for Reading: Our pupil voice and surveys reflect a significant increase in interest and enjoyment of reading, with many pupils actively engaging in library activities and book clubs.
· Increased Independence: Pupils exhibit higher levels of confidence and independence in their reading abilities, with many choosing to read widely outside of school.
· Enhanced Comprehension Skills: Through structured discussions and critical thinking exercises, pupils show improved analytical skills, evidenced by a greater ability to express opinions and infer meaning from texts.
· Inclusive Environment: We are proud to see that all pupils, regardless of their starting points, show significant improvements in reading, with targeted interventions supporting those with specific needs effectively.
· Community Participation: Engagement with families and the local community has strengthened, with increased participation in school events focused on reading, reinforcing the value of literacy.

In summary, at Potton Primary, our robust approach to reading is designed to nurture, inspire, and empower our pupils, ensuring they become skilled readers prepared for future academic success and lifelong learning. Our commitment to excellence in reading education is evident in our strong outcomes and the enthusiasm displayed by our learners.
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