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Potton Primary School
English Curriculum Implementation Statement

Our English curriculum has been designed to create a balance between the National Curriculum statutory requirements and a range of experiences which allow our pupils the opportunities to broaden their life experiences. Our English curriculum provides our pupils with experiences and opportunities which best meet their learning and developmental needs. Through clear strategic planning, our curriculum provides not only memorable experiences but is rich in opportunities from which the children can learn and develop transferrable skills.

The acquisition of knowledge and the development of skills is carefully planned to create a purposeful and exciting learning journey for every child. Our vibrant and rich English curriculum is designed so that the subject specific skills are scaffolded within a cross-curricular theme each half term. In order to ensure that progression and balance is maintained, teachers plan and tailor units of work and lessons to address the specific individual needs of pupils so that all pupils are able to reach their full potential regardless of their starting point.

The National Curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:
· read easily, fluently and with good understanding
· develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language
· appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences
· use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.

At the Potton Primary School, we have a rigorous and well organised English curriculum and framework that provides many purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion. We use a wide variety of quality texts and resources to motivate and inspire our children. Teachers also ensure that cross curricular links with concurrent topic work are woven into the programme of study.

Teaching & Learning
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The Write Stuff Approach
Jane Considine’s ‘The Write Stuff Approach’ is based on two principles: teaching sequences that slide between experience days and sentence stacking lessons. With modelling at the heart of them, the sentence stacking lessons are broken into bite-sized learning chunks and taught under the structural framework of The Writing Rainbow. Teachers prepare children for writing by modelling the ideas, grammar or techniques of writing. This approach makes sure that all of our children are exposed to high quality texts that stimulate quality responses to reading, high quality writing and purposeful speaking and listening opportunities.

Interventions & SEND Support
At Potton Primary School, we identify children who need support and provide intervention in the most effective and efficient way that we can. We run weekly intervention reading and writing groups and are fortunate to have parents and governors who also come in regularly to hear children read. Most children on the SEND register have reading and comprehension as one of their targets. Teachers plan and teach English lessons which are differentiated to the particular needs of each child.  We help each child maximise their potential by providing help and support where necessary whilst striving to make children independent workers once we have helped to equip them with the confidence, tools and strategies that they need.

Marking, Feedback & Assessment
Marking and assessment is rigorous in English and across the curriculum and key stages, and in line with our whole school Marking Policy. Regular English book scrutinies are carried out to check all teachers are following our expectations. 

Moderation of writing is tracked using Exemplification Framework Checklists. The framework checklists identify the key objectives for each year band and are then used to track and indicate how each child is working towards or meeting the age-related standards.

NFER tests are used in Years 3, 4 and 5 for Reading and Maths, and an online analysis tool is used to inform teaching and learning. NFER Tests provide robust comparative data, allowing us to compare pupils’ performance on an individual, class and curriculum level, and also against the performance of pupils nationally. The tests provide an impartial judgement against what we are doing and evidence of progress. Teacher and Leaders in the school use the online tracking tool to conduct group analysis for classes, groups, and individual children, which then informs teaching, planning and interventions.

Alongside our NFER tests, a termly 'Creative Writing Extravaganza' is also included into our assessment schedule. Each term, pupils across the Federation are provided a stimulus to generate ideas for an independent piece of writing. 

To further validate our teacher assessments, pupils complete termly YARC (Yorkshire Assessment of Reading For Comprehension) assessments to assess in further detail their understanding of words, comprehensive skills and their reading fluency. Children read given passages under timed conditions that allows staff to identify children's reading ages in these areas and how to better target specific skills to develop children's reading through lessons and additional support.

Parental Involvement
We run parent information sessions on phonics and reading for EYFS and KS1, as well as reading and SATs meetings for Year 2 and 6 parents so that they understand age-related expectations for the end of Key Stage assessments. 

Celebrating English across the school
We love to celebrate success of all learners and strive to help all children achieve their goals. Reading is celebrated in classrooms and around school at Potton Primary School, where our bright and colourful displays celebrate children’s writing and their favourite books.  In addition, throughout the school year our literacy curriculum is enhanced through World Book Day, annual Bug Club competitions, parent and governor 1:1 reading, drama workshops and a range of trips and visits which enrich and complement children’s learning.
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